State of California
Office of Administrative Law

Inre: NOTICE OF APPROVAL OF EMERGENCY
Fish and Game Commission REGULATORY ACTION

Regulatory Action:

Title 14, California Code of Regulations Government Code Sections 11346.1 and

11349.6
Adopt sections:
Amend sections: 7.5 ]
Repeal sections: ‘ OAL File No. 2014-0815-02 E

This emergency filing is in response to the state's drought conditions and its effect on
the Merced River's rainbow trout population. Specifically, the filing amends 14 CCR §
7.50 (b)(118) to close the remainder of the open fishing season for a defined segment of
the Merced River. Both resident and steelhead rainbow trout exist in the Merced River
downstream of the Crocker-Huffman Dam. The amendment to 14 CCR § 7.50
(b)(118)(A), when read in conjunction with 14 CCR § 7.50(a)(2), closes the portion of
the Merced River from Crocker-Huffman Dam downstream to the Snelling Road bridge
to all fishing all year. (See CCR, tit. 14, § 7.50, subd. (a)(2) ['Every body of water listed
below is closed to all fishing except during the open season as shown."].) The
amendment is necessary to preserve the rainbow trout population in the Merced River.

OAL approves this emergency regulatory action pursuant to sections 11346.1 and
- 11349.6 of the Government Code.

This emergency regulatory action is effective on 8/25/2014 and will expire on 2/24/2015.
The Certificate of Compliance for this action is due no later than 2/23/2015.

Date: 8/25/2014

For: DEBRA M. CORNEZ
Director

Original: Sonke Mastrup
Copy: Jon Snellstrom
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Regulatory Language

§7.50. Alphabetical List of Waters with Special Fishing Regulations.

Subsection (b)(118) of 7.50, Title 14, CCR is amended to read:

Body of Water

Open Season and Special Regulations

Daily Bag
and
Possession
Limit

(118) Merced River (Merced Co.).

(A) From Crocker-Huffman Dam

downstream to the Sechafferbridge-on
Oakdale-Read-Snelling Road bridge,

a distance of approximately 5.5 miles.

1 I 21 onl ficiall o
barbless-hooks-may-be-used-—Closed to all
fishing August 25 through October 31.

(B) From the Snelling Road bridge
downstream to the Schaffer bridge on

Jan. 1 through Oct. 31. Only artificial lures with
barbless hooks may be used.

Oakdale Road.

2 hatchery
trout or

hatchery
steelhead**

4 hatchery
trout or

hatchery
steelhead** in
possession

(BC) From the Schaffer bridge on
Oakdale Road downstream to the
mouth.

Jan. 1 through Oct. 31. Bait may be used from
Jan. 1 through Oct. 31. However, from April 1
through the Friday preceding the fourth Saturday
in May, bait may be used only with single hooks
having a gap between 1/2 and 1 inch, or with
multiple hooks having a gap between 1/4 and 1/2
inch.

2 hatchery
trout or
hatchery
steelhead**
4 hatchery
trout or
hatchery
steelhead**
in possession

* Wild Chinook salmon are those not showing a healed adipose fin clip and not showing a healed left

ventral fin clip.

**Hatchery trout or steelhead in anadromous waters are those showing a healed adipose fin clip (adipose

fin is absent). Unless otherwise provided, all other trout and steelhead must be immediately released. Wild
trout or steelhead are those not showing a healed adipose fin clip (adipose fin is present).
Note: Authority cited: Sections 200, 202, 205, 215, 220, 240, 315 and 316.5, Fish and Game Code.
Reference: Sections 200, 202, 205, 206, 215 and 316.5, Fish and Game Code.






