
Item No. 15 
STAFF SUMMARY FOR OCTOBER 19-20, 2016 

15. DEPARTMENT INFORMATIONAL ITEMS

Today’s Item Information  ☒ Action  ☐ 
Standing agenda item to receive and discuss informational updates from DFW: 

(A) Director’s Report 
(B) Wildlife and Fisheries Division, and Ecosystem Conservation Division 
(C) Law Enforcement Division 
(D) Marine Region 
(E) Other 

Summary of Previous/Future Actions (N/A) 

Background 

Verbal reports are expected at the meeting for items (A) through (D). 

(C) DFW’s Law Enforcement Division distributes a monthly report; included with this summary 
is a link to the July 2016 report (Exhibit C1). 

(E) Other items of potential interest include: 
1. DFW announced five additional projects that will receive $9.4 million in grants to

fund ecosystem and watershed restoration grants (Exhibit E1).
2. DFW is hosting a public hearing in Monterey on new unmanaged forage fish

regulations that become effective on Jan 1, 2017; the state’s regulations conform to
federal regulations that became effective on May 4, 2016 (Exhibit E2).

3. CDFW Heritage and Wild Trout Program staff will soon reintroduce a small
population of rare rescued trout to its native waters in McCloud River tributaries in
Shasta County in order to help ensure the trout’s survival during the continuing
drought (Exhibit E3).

4. Anglers will now have an easier time purchasing a license and checking local fishing
regulations with ther mobile devices through a more user-friendly online sales
system and an online GPS-based freshwater sport fishing tool that automatically
centers the map on the user’s location (Exhibit E4).

Significant Public Comments (N/A) 

Recommendation (N/A) 

Exhibits 
C1. Law Enforcement Division Monthly Report, Jul 2016, received Sep 14, 2016 
E1. DFW news release:  CDFW Awards $9.4 Million to Fund Additional Ecosystem and 

Watershed Restoration Projects, Oct 1, 2016 

Author:  Melissa Miller-Henson 1 

http://www.fgc.ca.gov/meetings/2016/Oct/exhibits/15C_1_LED_2016_July_Monthly_Report_Final.pdf
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E2. DFW news release:  CDFW to Host Public Hearing on New Regulations for 
Unmanaged Forage Fish, Oct 3, 2016 

E3. DFW new release:  CDFW to Begin Reintroductions of Rare Rescued Trout to 
McCloud River Tributaries, Sep 20, 2016 

E4. DFW news release:  CDFW Makes Buying a License and Accessing Fishing 
Regulations Easier Using Technology, Sep 1, 2016 

Motion/Direction (N/A) 

Author:  Melissa Miller-Henson 2 



ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION, GRANTS, HABITAT CONSERVATION, UNCATEGORIZED

OCTOBER 4, 2016 | KMACINTY
The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW (http://www.wildlife.ca.gov/)) today announced
the selection of five additional projects to receive approximately $9.4 million in grants through its fiscal
year 2015‐16 Watershed Restoration Grant Program cycle. These awards were made following an aug‐
mentation of funding from the Water Quality, Supply and Infrastructure Improvement Act of 2014
(Proposition 1) in the 2016‐17 Budget Act.

The grants will fund a diversity of planning, implementation and acquisition projects that further imple‐
ment the objectives of the California Water Action Plan (http://resources.ca.gov/california_water_ac‐
tion_plan/).

“In the first year of our Proposition 1 program, the number of proposals received outstripped the avail‐
ability of funding,” CDFW Director Charlton H. Bonham said. “We are responding to this demand by
readily supporting additional projects to address specific water action plan objectives which will ensure
the program’s continued momentum.”

Projects approved for funding include:

American River Headwaters Restoration Project (up to $1.8 million to American River Conservancy)

Butte Creek Diversion 55 Fish Screen Project (up to $150,000 to Family Water Alliance, Inc.)

Johnson Meadow Acquisition, Upper Truckee River (up to $4 million to Tahoe Resource Conserva‐
tion District)

Napa River Restoration Oakville to Oak Knoll Project (up to $800,000 to Napa County Department of
Public Works)

Oroville Wildlife Area Floodplain Reconnection and Habitat Restoration Project (up to $2.6 million to
River Partners)

These five awarded project proposals were included in the initial administrative review and subsequent
technical review process of all proposals received in response to CDFW’s August 2015 solicitation. This
process included reviews by CDFW scientists, as well as experts from other agencies and academia.

CDFW is also currently reviewing proposals received in response to its fiscal year 2016‐17 Proposition 1

https://cdfgnews.wordpress.com/2016/10/04/cdfw-awards-9-4-million-to-fund-additional-ecosystem-and-watershed-restoration-projects/



Grant Programs solicitation and anticipates the announcement of awarded projects in November 2016.

More information about CDFW’s Proposition 1 Restoration Grant Programs can be found at
www.wildlife.ca.gov/grants (http://www.wildlife.ca.gov/grants). Funding for these projects comes from
the Water Quality, Supply and Infrastructure Improvement Act 2014 (Proposition 1) bond funds, a por‐
tion of which are allocated annually through the California State Budget Act. For more information
about Proposition 1, please visit http://bondaccountability.resources.ca.gov/p1.aspx (http://bondaccount‐
ability.resources.ca.gov/p1.aspx).

###

Media Contacts:
Matt Wells (mailto:matt.wells@wildlife.ca.gov), Watershed Restoration Grants Branch, (916) 445‐1285
Clark Blanchard (mailto:clark.blanchard@wildlife.ca.gov), CDFW Education and Outreach, (916) 651‐7824

GRANTS WATERSHEDS PROPOSITION 1 CALIFORNIA WATER ACTION PLAN

https://cdfgnews.wordpress.com/2016/10/04/cdfw-awards-9-4-million-to-fund-additional-ecosystem-and-watershed-restoration-projects/



FISHERIES, FISHING (COMMERCIAL), PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

OCTOBER 3, 2016 | KORR2013
The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) will hold a public hearing on new state regulations that will
prohibit directed commercial fishing for designated forage fish species within California’s marine waters. The meet‐
ing will be held on Monday, Oct. 17, from 10 to 11:30 a.m. at the CDFW Marine Region Office, 20 Lower Ragsdale
Dr., Suite 100, Monterey (93940).

Under the authority of CDFW Director Charlton H. Bonham, the new state regulations will conform to federal regu‐‐
lations that became effective on May 4, 2016. The federal regulations establish the list of included species, define di‐
rected commercial fishing and set vessel‐based catch limits for incidental take of forage species within existing com‐
mercial fisheries.

Species affected by these regulations include round and thread herring, eulachon (also called candlefish), lantern‐‐
fish, pelagic squids and some smelts. For a full description of the regulations and a complete list of all included
species, please visit the Federal Register website at https://goo.gl/a7VPsh (https://goo.gl/a7VPsh).

The federal regulations were developed for federal waters in partnership with CDFW through the Pacific Fishery
Management Council process. They were designed to prohibit the formation of any new directed commercial fish‐
eries for the designated forage species, but not affect existing federal commercial activities. Fisheries managed
within state waters were considered in the development process so that conforming state regulations would not ad‐
versely affect commercial activities in state waters that also encounter these forage species. The state regulations are
expected to become effective on Jan. 1, 2017.

Prohibiting new commercial fisheries for these forage species is a proactive measure to protect the food source of
many important recreational and commercial species, as well as large marine predators including migratory fishes,
sea birds and marine mammals.

For a full description of the draft state regulatory language, please visit the CDFW website at
www.wildlife.ca.gov/notices/regulations (http://www.wildlife.ca.gov/notices/regulations).

Media Contacts:
Carrie Wilson (mailto:carrie.wilson@wildlife.ca.gov), CDFW Communications, (831) 649‐7191
Andrew Hughan (mailto:andrew.hughan@wildlife.ca.gov), CDFW Communications, (916) 322‐8944
Caroline McKnight (mailto:caroline.mcknight@wildlife.ca.gov), CDFW Marine Region, (831) 649‐7192

https://cdfgnews.wordpress.com/2016/10/03/cdfw-to-host-public-hearing-on-new-regulations-for-unmanaged-forage-fish/
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CDFW to Begin Reintroductions of Rare 
Rescued Trout to McCloud River Tributaries 
September 20, 2016  

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife’s (CDFW) Northern Region Inland Fisheries Program 
and Heritage and Wild Trout Program staff will soon reintroduce a small population of rare rescued trout 
to their native waters in the McCloud River in Shasta County. 

McCloud River Redband Trout (Oncorhynchus mykiss stonei) is one of several sensitive and unique fish 
species that has required human intervention in order to ensure their survival during California’s 
continuing drought. 

“The drought continues to be devastating on the populations of these important fish,” said Andrew 
Jensen, a biologist with CDFW’s Northern Region Inland Fisheries Program. “If we did not take action 
to save them during the summers, small, independent populations may have succumbed. Our proactive 
rescue efforts will help maintain this unique species for the future.” 

CDFW biologists monitoring McCloud Redband streams (tributaries of the upper McCloud River) from 
late 2013 through mid-2015 found that drought effects were causing perilous conditions for the fish in 
both winter (with sections of the streams freezing over) and summer (with sections of the streams going 
dry).  McCloud Redband, a state-listed Species of Special Concern, are in no immediate risk of 
extinction but their populations are small, fragmented and exist only in a few small streams. Rescue 
operations by CDFW in 2013-15 greatly reduced the drought mortality of the species. 



Anticipating potential drought impacts on sensitive wild fish populations, CDFW installed self-
contained Recirculating Aquaculture Systems (RAS) at several CDFW hatcheries throughout the state 
last year. The RAS enable the hatcheries to safely house rescued wild fish until environmental 
conditions improve. One of these facilities, CDFW’s Mt. Shasta Hatchery, was selected to serve as a 
drought safe haven for the McCloud Redband due to its proximity to the imperiled streams. More than 
1,000 McCloud Redband were brought to the facility, where many were spawned by CDFW staff. 

Today much of California remains in a drought, but the upper McCloud River watershed received some 
relief in the first half of 2016, with near-normal precipitation during the winter and spring. CDFW 
fisheries biologists believe that these improved habitat conditions (and forecast conditions) will support 
the release of the rescued McCloud Redband Trout. 

Both the rescued adult fish and the hatchery-origin juveniles will be released beginning this week in 
sections of the stream that will provide the best chance of long-term success with minimal impacts to the 
existing natural-origin population. All the released fish will be tagged, allowing fisheries biologists to 
track their movement and survival after release into the river. 

Media Contacts: 
Kyle Orr, CDFW Communications, (916) 322-8958 
Andrew Jensen, CDFW Northern Region Inland Fisheries Program, (530) 225-2378 
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CDFW Makes Buying a License and Accessing 
Fishing Regulations Easier Using Technology 
September 1, 2016  
 

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) is making life easier for anglers when it comes 
to purchasing a license and checking your local fishing regulations. CDFW has made the online license 
sales site more user-friendly for individuals accessing it from a mobile device and launched an online 
GPS-based freshwater sport fishing regulations tool to help anglers identify those regulations that relate 
to the area they plan to fish. 

 



 

With trends now showing mobile devices accounting for more than 50 percent of the primary sources of 
online traffic to the department’s website, CDFW’s online licensing system has been completely 
redesigned with phones and tablets in mind. Content is now mobile responsive and optimized for 
improved display on a multitude of devices and web browsers. 

 “These systems were designed to provide anglers the best possible online access to licenses and 
regulations, whether they’re at home or on the water,” said CDFW Director Charlton H. Bonham. 

The new regulations tool provides an easy way for anglers to find the sections of the regulations that are 
relevant to them. When accessed from a smartphone or a tablet with GPS, the map-based tool will 
automatically center the map on the user’s location. From there, the user can click on the map to 
discover the sport fishing regulations for that area. When accessed from a tablet without GPS or from a 
desktop computer, the user must first navigate the map to their area of interest and then click on the map 
to discover the regulations for that area. 

The new fishing regulations tool can be found at https://map.dfg.ca.gov/sportfishingregs/. It is designed 
to work on a smart phone, tablet or desktop computer. 

Hunting and fishing licenses can be purchased online at www.wildlife.ca.gov/Licensing/Online-Sales. 

Fishing regulations are also now available in the existing Fishing Guide, available at 
www.wildlife.ca.gov/fishing/guide. 

Media Contacts: 

Roger Bloom, CDFW Fisheries Branch, (916) 445-3777 

Clark Blanchard, CDFW Communications, (916) 651-7824 
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