
Item No. 23 
STAFF SUMMARY FOR June 22-23, 2016 

23. INITIAL PLM HARVEST PROGRAMS

Today’s Item Information  ☐ Action  ☒ 
Approve the initial Private Lands Wildlife Habitat Enhancement and Management (PLM) Area 
2016-2017 harvest programs on three properties.  

Summary of Previous/Future Actions (N/A) 

Background 
DFW has operated the PLM Program pursuant to Fish and Game Code Sections 3400-3409, 
and Sections 601 and 702, Title 14 since 1983. The program provides incentives for landholders 
to manage their property for the benefit of fish and wildlife in exchange for access to increased 
recreational opportunities, such as hunting tags or seals, which may generate an income for 
landholders. In return for a harvest program under conditions specified by DFW, the landholder 
must prepare a biologically sound wildlife management plan and complete specific wildlife 
habitat improvements on the PLM property. There are three types of applications to the PLM 
Program: an initial application, an annual renewal application, and a five-year renewal 
application unique to each participant’s property. Regarding PLM harvest programs, DFW has 
reported that it has reached the elk tag cap under the current Environmental Document and is 
currently working to increase the tags to provide to new applicants to the program. A review of 
ranch tag allocations is needed, as some ranches are not requesting their full allocation of deer 
and/or elk tags and have indicated they don’t believe they can harvest that many deer/elk tags.   

Proposed wildlife management plans and harvest programs for the three properties have been 
reviewed by DFW and found to be in compliance with FGC regulations and policies for PLM’s; 
applicants have identified location where records will be kept and made available for inspection 
(Exhibit 1).  

Significant Public Comments 
DFW received a letter from Mr. Peter Vogel of Indian Valley Ranch regarding Sky Rose Ranch 
and provided a response to Mr. Vogel (exhibits 2 and 3).    

Recommendation 
FGC Staff: Support DFW recommendation and approve under a motion to adopt consent calendar. 
DFW:   Approve the specified wildlife management plans, applications, and 2016/2017 initial 
PLM harvest programs for three properties, under the conditions specified in Exhibit 4.  

Exhibits 
1. DFW Memo, received May 24, 2016
2. Letter from Mr. Peter Vogel, received January 4, 2016
3. DFW response letter to Mr. Peter Vogel, dated January 21, 2016
4. PLM prosed annual details

Motion/Direction 

Author:  Mary Brittain 1 
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Moved by _________________________and seconded by_________________ that the 
Commission adopts the consent calendar, items 19-25.  

Author:  Mary Brittain 2 

























 
PLM AREA LICENSE 

INITIAL MANAGEMENT PLANS, 2016-2021 
PROPOSED SEASONS, HARVESTS, AND HABITAT IMPROVEMENTS  

 
 PLM Area 

 
 Proposed Season and Harvest 

 
 Habitat Improvement Program 

NORTHERN REGION  
 
LONG PRAIRIE 
FARMS 
 
DEER ZONE X1 
 
SISKIYOU 
 
1,814 ACRES 

 
Authorized Harvest:  2 either-sex deer and 1 bull 
elk  
 
• Issue 2 either-sex deer tags for the period of 

October 1, 2016 through October 16, 2016. 
 

• Issue 1 bull elk tag for the period of September 
7, 2016 through September 18, 2016. 

 
• No person shall take more than 1 buck deer 

annually in the X zones. 
 
 
 

 
 Remove western junipers from a 5-acre or 

larger area to improve shrub recruitment. 
 Rejuvenate 5 acres of bitterbrush by 

pruning and mechanical disturbance of the 
soil to increase forage quality for wildlife. 

 Maintain 8 miles of exclusion fencing on 
the ranch to prohibit grazing from trespass 
cattle. 

 Use ground water pumps to create and 
maintain a 1-acre wetland to provide year- 
round water for wildlife. 

 Retain 150 acres of alfalfa and timothy 
grass in the crop pivot corners to provide 
fall forage for wildlife. 

 Identify and retain at least 3 pine and/or 
juniper trees that are used by raptors for 
nesting.  
 

 
 
RED ROCK VALLEY 
FARMS 
 
DEER ZONE X1 
 
SISKIYOU 
 
5,562 ACRES 
 
 

 
Authorized Harvest:  3 either-sex deer and 1 bull 
elk  
 
• Issue 3 either-sex deer tags for the period of 

October 1, 2016 through October 16, 2016. 
 

• Issue 1 bull elk tag for the period of September 
7, 2016 through September 18, 2016. 

 
• No person shall take more than 1 buck deer 

annually in the X zones. 
 
 

 

 
 Remove western junipers from a 5-acre or 

larger area to improve shrub recruitment. 
 Rejuvenate 5 acres of bitterbrush through 

pruning and mechanical disturbance of the 
soil to increase forage quality for wildlife. 

 Maintain 12 miles of exclusion fencing on 
the ranch to prohibit grazing from trespass 
cattle. 

 Retain 500 acres of alfalfa and timothy 
grass in the crop pivot corners to provide 
fall forage for wildlife. 

 Restore a degraded 2-acre wetland used 
by previous owner to water livestock and 
store old equipment, by pumping water 
back into it to provide year round water 
for wildlife.  

 Identify and retain at least 5 pine and 
juniper trees that are used by raptors for 
nesting. 

 Enhance Tecnor Spring by removing 
nearby western juniper trees and installing 
a livestock exclusion fence.  Improve 
wildlife access to water by installing a 
guzzler and piping water to it.      

 
 
 
 
 



 
PLM AREA LICENSE 

INITIAL MANAGEMENT PLANS, 2016-2021 
PROPOSED SEASONS, HARVESTS, AND HABITAT IMPROVEMENTS  

 
 PLM Area 

 
 Proposed Season and Harvest 

 
 Habitat Improvement Program 

CENTRAL REGION  
 
SKY ROSE RANCH, 
LLC.  PLM 
 
DEER ZONE A 
 
MONTEREY 
 
14,039 ACRES 
 
 

 
Authorized Harvest:  4 buck deer, forked horn or 
better and 2 antlerless deer 
 
• Issue 4 buck deer tags to take forked horn or 

better buck deer for the period of August 13, 
2016 through September 25, 2016. 
 

• Issue 2 antlerless deer tags for the period of 
August 13, 2016 through September 25, 2016. 
 
 

 
 Plant 10 acres of barley, cereal crop or 

pasture mix to provide feed and cover for 
wildlife. 

 Create 10 brush piles to provide escape 
cover and nesting habitat for wildlife. 

 Install 4 watering devices (such as 
guzzlers) to provide continual water 
sources for wildlife. 

 Install any combination of 10 bluebird, 
owl or bat boxes along perimeter fences 
near alfalfa fields. 

 Remove non-native “tree of heaven” from 
the ranch headquarters area along Deer 
Canyon Road. 

 Identify and control invasive populations 
of Tocalote and puncture vine on the 
ranch property. 

 Install 3 miles of water pipeline along 
Three Mile Road to bring water to new 
watering troughs and other watering 
devices. 
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