
Item No. 15B 
STAFF SUMMARY FOR FEBRUARY 10-11, 2016 

15B. SPINY LOBSTER, SPORT AND COMMERCIAL 

Today’s Item Information  ☐ Action  ☒ 

Authorization to publish notice of intent to amend and add lobster regulations. 

Summary of Previous/Future Actions  
• Discuss regulatory options and give direction Jun 10-11, 2015; Mammoth Lakes  
• Today’s notice hearing Feb 10-11, 2016; Sacramento 
• Discussion hearing Apr 13-14, 2016; Santa Rosa 
• Adoption hearing Jun 22-23, 2016; Huntington Beach 

Background 

At FGC's Jun 10, 2015 meeting, FGC approved the MRC-supported regulatory options for 
implementation and alignment with the California Spiny Lobster Fishery Management Plan; the 
recommendations supported the majority of the Lobster Advisory Committee (LAC), a multi-
stakeholder advisory body that worked for over two years to develop the recommendations. At 
that meeting, FGC directed DFW to prepare a rulemaking package with the identified 
regulatory options. The initial statement of reasons (ISOR) to establish the implementing 
regulations for the Spiny Lobster Fishery Management Plan is still under development; the 
proposed implementing regulations will be discussed at this meeting and again in Apr and Jun.  

Significant Public Comments 
1. The Ocean Defenders Alliance proposes a trap spacing requirement of no less

than100 feet to avoid whale entanglement (see Exhibit 2).
2. Captain Mike McCorkle requests adding transferability to both tiers of permits in the

proposed spiny lobster regulations to be consistent with other crustacean permit types
(see Exhibit 3).

Recommendation  
FGC staff:  Supports authorization to publish notice of intent to amend the proposed 
regulations as recommended by MRC and DFW. 
Committee:  MRC supports options as recommended by DFW and LAC. 
DFW:  Publish notice of intent to amend the proposed regulations largely consistent with the 
recommendations of LAC. 

Exhibits 
1. DFW memo, received Jan 14, 2016
2. Letter from Kurt Lieber, dated Jan 6, 2016
3. Letter from Mike McCorkle, received Dec 14, 2015
4. DFW presentation
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Motion/Direction  

Moved by __________ and seconded by _____________ that the Commission authorizes 
publication of a notice of its intent to amend sections 29.80, 29.90, 121, 121.5, 122, 705, and 
Appendix A, and add new sections 122.1 and 122.2,  related to California spiny lobster 
regulations. 
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California Spiny Lobster 
Proposed Regulatory Changes

Fish and Game Commission Meeting
February 10-11, 2016

Carlos Mireles
Environmental Scientist, Marine Region

D. Stein- CDFW
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Presentation Outline

• Background

• Overview of Proposed Regulatory Changes

• Details of Key Proposed Regulatory Changes

• Next Steps and Timeline

D. Stein- CDFW
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• Lobster Advisory Committee (LAC) (2012-2013)

- Defined concerns and objectives for fishery

- Developed 14 consensus management   
recommendations                                                                                                             

Background

• June 2015- FGC directed                                              
Department to develop a                                    
regulatory package based                                            
on recommendations

• Department 
- Added 6 management 

recommendations 

D. Stein- CDFW
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Overview of Proposed Changes
Amend 6 existing sections (§):

Recreational:
§ 29.80: Gear Restriction for take of all crustaceans  
§ 29.90: Take, Season, and Possession 
Commercial:
§ 121: Lobster Season and Possession
§ 121.5: Lobster Minimum Size  
§ 122: Lobster Permits and Restricted Areas 
§ 705: Applications, Permits, Tags, and Fees

Add 3 new sections (§):

§ 54: Lobster Fishery Management Plan (new)

§ 122.1: Trap Limit Provisions (new)

§ 122.2: Pulling of Lobster Traps (new)
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FMP Regulations 
Section 54.00

New Article 5 in Chapter 5.5, Title 14, CCR

§ 54.00- Purpose and Scope 

§ 54.01- Definitions 

§ 54.02- Management Process 
and Timing

§ 54.03- Harvest Control Rule   
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• Allow for lobster to be 

measured aboard a vessel 

(Added per Commission 

request  12/9/15)

• Require marking of all hoop 

net floats with GO ID# 

Proposed Recreational Changes
Sections 29.80 and 29.90

CDFW
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Proposed Recreational Changes
Sections 29.80 and 29.90

• Require hole-punching 

or fin-clipping of 

retained lobster 

• Delay the season opener to start at 6:00 a.m.  
(currently 12:01 a.m.)

• Clarify existing language on the possession of a 
hooked device while lobster diving

CDFW
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Proposed Commercial Changes
Sections 121-122.2 and 705

New trap limit program (effective 2017/18 season):

• 300 traps per lobster operator permit

• Allow permittees to hold two lobster permits

• Establish lobster trap and buoy tag requirements

• Lost trap tag replacement measures

D. Stein- CDFW
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Amend existing trap regulations:

• Trap servicing requirement  (4 to 7 days)   

• Waiver to pull another permit holders traps

• Define abandoned traps 

• End of season trap loss reporting

Proposed Commercial Changes
Sections 121-122.2 and 705

D. Stein- CDFW
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• Logbooks: Modify existing logbook to improve data 
collection 

• Permit renewal and transfer: Update procedures

• Sale of lobster: Prohibit hole punched or tail clipped 
lobsters in markets (per Commission 12/9/15) 

• Existing regulations: Clean up and improve

Proposed Commercial Changes
Sections 121-122.2 and 705

D. Stein- CDFW
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Next steps  

• Request authorization to notice the proposed 
regulatory changes 

• Discussion hearing                                  
April 13-14, 2016

• Possible adoption 
June 22-23, 2016

D. Stein- CDFW
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Thank You/Questions

www.wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/Lobster-FMP

Photo Steve Barsky
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