
Item No. 4 
STAFF SUMMARY FOR AUGUST 24-25, 2016 

 
  
4. NEUSHUL MARICULTURE LEASE TRANSFER  

Today’s Item Information  ☐ Action  ☒ 

Approve request to transfer state water bottom lease No. M-654-03 from Neushul Mariculture to 
PharmerSea, LLC. 

Summary of Previous/Future Actions 
• Renew 15 year lease  Oct 7, 2015; Los Angeles 
• Receive request to transfer lease  Jun 22-23, 2016; Bakersfield 
• Today approve request  Aug 23-24, 2016; Sacramento 

Background 

FGC has the authority to lease state water bottoms that grant exclusive privilege to any person 
for conducting aquaculture pursuant to Fish and Game Code sections 15400 and 15405.  
Leases shall not be assigned or transferred without the prior approval of FGC (Fish and Game 
Code Section 15412). 
Mrs. Devon Harger, Neushul Mariculture, Inc., holds state water bottom lease No. M-654-03. 
The lease is comprised of two parcels covering 25 acres along the Santa Barbara coastline to 
cultivate marine algae for research purposes (Exhibit 1). FGC approved renewal of the lease in 
Oct 2015 for a period of 15 years and is subject to the revised 2011 FGC lease terms. 
However, at the time of this writing, efforts to complete and execute the 15-year renewed lease 
are still under way.  

In Jan 2016, Mrs. Harger submitted a request to transfer the lease to Mr. Daniel Marquez, 
PharmerSea, LLC (Exhibit 2). Mr. Marquez has submitted the necessary application and filing 
fee, and confirmed that there are no changes proposed to lease-approved culture methods or 
species (Exhibit 3). If granted, the lease would transfer to Mr. Marzquez for the remainder of the 
lease period under the same terms and conditions, including responsibility for conditions of the 
lease area; new financial guarantees would be established as required in the lease terms.  

DFW has reviewed the current lease and request for transfer (Exhibit 2). No changes to lease 
provisions or operations are proposed and, as a result, DFW has determined that the proposed 
project is subject to a categorical exemption from CEQA (Exhibit 3).  

Significant Public Comments (N/A) 

Recommendation  
FGC Staff:  Under a motion to adopt the consent calendar, determine that the transfer is 

exempt from CEQA pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15301, based on the 
record, and approve the lease transfer contingent on execution of the lease 
renewal with Neushul Mariculture. 

DFW Staff:  Approve the request to transfer state water bottom lease M-654-03. 
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Exhibits 
1. Lease M-654-03 map and legal description
2. Letter from Devon Harger, Neushul Mariculture, Inc., dated Jan 2016
3. Application and fee for lease of state water bottom from Mr. Daniel Marquez, received 

Aug 3, 2016
4. DFW memo, received Aug 2, 2016

Motion/Direction 

A. Moved by __________ and seconded by __________ that the Commission adopts the 
consent calendar, items 4-7. 
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State Water Bottom Lease M-654-03 Legal Description 
 
All that area of state water bottoms lying within the Santa Barbara Channel (Santa 
Barbara County), State of California, consisting of two (2) parcels of water bottom lying 
adjacent to the Ellwood Pier near Ellwood, Santa Barbara County, as shown on the Dos 
Pueblos Canyon Quadrangle, California, 7-1/2 minute series (topographic) United 
States Department of Interior, Geological Survey, ranging in depth from 3.05-10.6 
meters (10-35 feet), and being more particularly described as follows:  
 

Parcel 1 (of two parcels) 
Beginning at a point 1,617 feet from the base, which is the new end of Ellwood 
Pier, located at approximately 34° 25' 56" North Latitude, 119° 55' 27" West 
Longitude; thence N 61° 50' W 418 feet, thence South 28° 10' West 209 feet, 
thence North 61° 51' West 1,254 feet; thence North 28°10' East 418 feet; thence 
South 61° 50' East 1,254 feet; thence North 28° 10' East 1,045 feet; thence 
South 61° 50' East 418 feet; thence South 28° 10' West 1,254 feet along the 
alignment of and contiguous to, the Ellwood Pier to the point of beginning, 
containing twenty-four (24) acres more or less.  

 
Parcel 2 (of two parcels) 
Beginning at a point which is approximately 393 feet southwesterly from the end 
of the Ellwood Pier located at approximately 34°25' North Latitude, 119° 55' 23" 
West Latitude along the old pier alignment South 28° 10' West 209 feet, thence 
South 61° 50' East 104.5 feet, thence North 28° 10' East 209 feet, thence North 
61° 50' West 104.5 to the point of beginning, containing one (1) acre more or 
less. All bearings true.  

 
These parcels (1 and 2), containing 25 acres more or less, together comprise 
Aquaculture Lease M-654-03 (Exhibit 1). 
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January, 2016 

Fish and Game Commission 

P. O. Box 944209 

Sacramento, CA  94244-2090 

Cc: Kirsten.ramey@wildlife.ca.gov 

 

RE:  Neushul Mariculture, Inc. Lease site M-654-03  

 

Dear Fish and Game Commission, 

I would like to transfer Lease site M-654-3 to Daniel Marquez’s company,  Pharmasea, LLC.  Would you 
please add this item to the agenda for consideration at the next Commisson meeting.   

Sincerely, 

Devon Harger 

 

Neushul Mariculture, Inc. 
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