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9. KELP AND ALGAE HARVEST 

Today’s Item Information  ☐ Action  ☒ 
Receive DFW update on approach to amending commercial kelp and algae harvest 
regulations. Provide guidance on approach and next steps.  

Summary of Previous/Future Actions 
• FGC approves 3-phase approach to revise kelp regulations  Jun 2012 
• FGC adopts Phase 1 kelp regulations   Nov 2013 

 

   • Today MRC reviews approach to next regulation phases Nov 4, 2015; Ventura  

Background
Kelp has been identified as an important biogenic habitat, and is managed through DFW’s kelp 
management program. In June 2012, FGC and DFW agreed to a three-phase approach to 
revise antiquated kelp and other aquatic plant regulations over several years, to improve 
management and enforceability (Exhibit 1), as follows:

• Phase 1:  Modernize administrative kelp bed boundaries; require kelp harvest plans;
improve reporting requirements; 

• Phase 2:  Review and potentially revise license fees and royalty rates; 
• Phase 3:  Review and potentially revise regulations to address kelp harvest and 

management concerns. 

Phase 1 was completed in 2013 and implemented in 2014; DFW was scheduled to undertake 
the Phase 2 rulemaking in 2015, but rescheduled it to 2016 to allow time for further staff 
research and analysis. Recently, DFW and FGC staff have discussed the implications of 
undertaking a review of fees (Phase 2) prior to determining the management structure that the 
fees are intended to support (Phase 3). An alternative may include a step-wise approach to fee 
adjustments to address the lack of current funding to support the work underway. Today 
provides an opportunity for the committee to review and reevaluate the approach and 
associated timeline to most efficiently and effectively meet the management needs for 
commercial kelp harvest.

Significant Public Comments
Both kelp harvesters and edible seaweed harvesters have expressed interest in participating in 
a review of regulations governing the take of kelp and algae. 

Recommendation 
Clarify the purpose of the three-phase approach endorsed by FGC in 2012, and consider how 
to fund ongoing and future management through a change to the fee structure and timing.

Exhibits
1. CDFW memo, dated Jun 1, 2012
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Committee Direction
Consider recommendation to FGC regarding any changes to the approved three-phase 
approach.
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