
California Fish and Game Commission 

Wildlife Resources Committee 

Predator Policy Work Group 

 

Purpose 

Develop possible solutions to regulatory and policy issues identified by the co-chairs of the 
Wildlife Resources Committee (WRC). 

Membership 

Anyone interested in helping the WRC develop recommendations to the Fish and Game 
Commission (Commission) regarding regulatory and policy issues. The work group will be led 
by the WRC Advisor with assistance from Commission and California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife (Department) staff. 

Current Charge 

Identify possible solutions to resolve structural issues associated with Sections 472 and 465.5, 
Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations (CCR). 

1) Title 14, Ch. 5:  Furbearing Mammals 
Section 465.5. Use of Traps 

Structural issues: 
 Mixing rules for sport, commerce, and depredation 
 Depredation in urban settings problematic 
 Zones (kit fox range) prohibit some trap gear - problematic for depredation 

control 
 

Discussion topics: 
 Should different rules govern sport, commercial, and depredation trapping for 

furbearing mammals? If so, establish separate subsections for the three types.  
 Should licensed commercial animal pest control operators under a contract for 

pest control services be authorized to place traps within 150 yards of a structure 
used as a permanent or temporary residence without notification of residents? 

 Are gear restriction zones still necessary?  Technological advances in gear 
design may avoid kit fox concerns. 
 

2) Title 14, Ch. 6:  Nongame Mammals 
Section 472. General Provisions 

 
Structural issues: 

 Inconsistent with all other provisions of law where take is limited or authorized 
only under specified circumstances. Allows unlimited take by hunters. 
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 English sparrows and starlings are not mammals and is redundant with Fish and 
Game Code (FGC), Section 3801 

 Fails to include appropriate reference to FGC, Section 4150 
 

Possible solutions:  
 Update FGC, Section 472 to make consistent with other statute (4152) that 

establishes limitations on take. Or create permit to set limits on case-by-case 
basis. Or, delete FGC, Section 472 and rely on 4152. 

 Reference proper statutory authority (Section 4150). 
 Remove references to English sparrow and starling, as they are already covered 

by FGC, Section 3801. 
 

Next Steps 

1. To join the work group discussion, send an email to Caren.Woodson@fgc.ca.gov with 
“WRC Work Group” in the subject line and include your name, contact, and any 
affiliation in the body of the email. 
  

2. Look for an e-mail with the meeting agenda, time, and location in February.   
  

3. Review Sections 465.5 and 472, Title 14, CCR, and Sections 3950-4190, Fish and 
Game Code. 
  

4. Prepare a brief statement outlining your comments or concerns, and proposed 
solutions.   
 

5. Send your “WRC Work Group” comments to Caren.Woodson@gmail.com no later than 
February 18, 2015.   
 

Meeting Information 

A meeting to discuss Sections 465.5 and 472, Title 14, CCR, will be conducted on Thursday, 
March 12, 2015. Conference call or offsite access will be provided.  

Meeting Objectives 

1) Clarify problems associated with the two sections 
2) Identify possible solutions 
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