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CA Dept of Fish & Wildlife Re: Proposed changes to coyote regulations };‘iU

Charlton Bonham, Ex Director = 52

1416 Sth Street, 12th floor = o “F
Sacramento, CA 95814 [N
S o

Dear Mr. Bonham:

The Fish and Game commission is considering changes to the regulations to the taking of coyotes -
namely bag limits and tag fees. I am oppose tc these changes. The proposed changes seem to be
driven by those in 'Project Coyote'.

Please see a copy of a press release the Center for Biological Diversity dated 12/3/13. Above half
way down the page they write "Develop regulations to ensure the use of the best science when
determining whether action should be taken against animals'. While I seldom agree with the CBD, I
agree good science must be used when making changes to the coyote regulations.

Also attached is a copy of a short article from the American Hunter magazine dated November 2013
about MI passing a conservation act. It stated in part: "The act will help ensure decisions affecting
the taking of fish and game are made using principles of sound scientific fish and game
management". Something by which those in CA making rules changes should abide.

I know that the F&G commission has the 'Development of a Timeline for a Review of Science and
Possible Management Actions for Coyotes' study going on. I found much of the science has already
been done by the USDA - APHIS in CA. Perhaps somewhat aged, but good history.

Tag fees would only discourage the hunting of coyotes. This would not be in the spirit of the Al
Taucher Policy. Bag limits would again discourage the recreational hunter from participating in the
sport. Now that contest hunting has been abolished, please leave the balance of the rules
unchanged. Please guide the F&G commission to make no changes in the ways coyotes are being
taken.

Regards,

Don Jamroz

cc: Sonke Mastrup - F&G Commission
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News / Media | For Immediate Release: Dec 3, 2013

Petition Seeks to Reform Secretive Federal Agency That Kills Millions of Wild Animals
‘Wildlife Services’ Shoots, Traps, Poisons Animals With Little Regulation, Public Accountability

WASHINGTON— The Center for Biological Diversity and allies petitioned the Obama
administration today to reform the federal wildiife-killing agency known as “Wildlife Services,”
which kills nearly 1.5 million coyotes, bears, otters, foxes, birds and other animals each year
without any requirement to disclose its activities to the public. The secretive killing — which
includes aerial gunning, traps and exploding poison caps — has gone on for decades with little
public oversight or rules requiring the use of the best available science or techniques to reduce
the deaths of nontarget animals. '

Today's petition was filed with the U.S. Department of Agriculture, which oversees Wildlife
Services. '

“Wildlife Services is an out-of-control, rogue agency that shoots, snares and poisons more than
a million native animals every year, many unintentionally — including at least 13 endangered
species,” said Amy Atwood, a senior attorney at the Center for Biological Diversity and the
primary author of the petition. “Despite calls for reform by members of Congress, scientists and
the public, Wildlife Services is still operating without the kind of legally binding regulations that
ensure transparency and accountability to the taxpaying American public, creating a free-for-all
that should have been ended decades ago.”

The petition calls for the agency to:

¥ . Develop regulations to ensure use of the best science when determining whether action
‘ should be taken against animals;

. Avoid killing nontarget animals, including endangered species;

« Ensure ethical treatment of targeted animals and exhaustion of nonlethal means; and

. Require release of reliable information to the public about the animals it kills.

A response to the petition is required by law; any decision is subject to review by the courts.

“For far too long Wildlife Services has run roughshod over America’s wildlife,” said Camilla Fox,
founder and executive director of Project Coyote. “We call on the USDA to clean house and
bring Wildlife Services into the modern era of predator conservation and stewardship by
adopting rules that justify their actions and that allow for public input and the integration of
ethics, economics and science-based ecology.”

Under various names, Wildlife Services has killed millions of animals since the early part of the
20th century, targeting native carnivores like coyotes and foxes, prairie dogs, birds and many
other species at the behest of agribusiness interests. The agency contributed to the decline of
gray wolves, Mexican wolves, black-footed ferrets, prairie dogs, and other species during the
first half of the 1900s, and continues to impede their recovery today.




“Michigan Passes Scientific Fish & Wildlife Conservation Act”:
http://www.americanhunter.org/article.php?id=31696&cat=46&sub=49
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