
Item No. 16 
STAFF SUMMARY FOR DECEMBER 9-10, 2015 

16. E-REPORTING

Today’s Item Information  ☒ Action  ☐ 

Receive update and presentation from DFW concerning transitioning from commercial marine 
logbooks to electronic reporting, and give direction for potential rulemaking.  

Summary of Previous/Future Actions 
• Today receive update; give direction Dec 9-10, 2015; San Diego 
• Notice hearing Feb 10-11, 2016; Sacramento 
• Discussion/Adoption hearing Apr 13-14, 2016; Santa Rosa 

 Background 
DFW is proposing to allow the submission of electronic reports of fishing activities instead of 
paper logs for all fisheries requiring logbooks. DFW has embarked on a large-scale information 
technology project to develop electronic reporting for commercial marine fisheries. When fully 
operational, the project will include public–facing, web-based user interfaces that offer 
commercial fishermen the option to submit electronic fishing activity records instead of paper 
logs.   

The first electronic logbook to be developed is the Commercial Passenger Fishing Vessel 
(CPFV) logbook, which has been pilot-tested in the field by a group of commercial fishermen 
and is ready to be used throughout the State. DFW is on schedule to request authorization to 
publish notice at the Feb 2016 meeting.  

Significant Public Comments (N/A) 

Recommendation (N/A) 

Exhibits 
1. DFW presentation

Motion/Direction (N/A) 

Author:  Caren Woodson 1 
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Overview

• Background

• Regulations

• Pilot Program

• Future Plans
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Background

 Interest in electronic reporting

 Marine Log System database

 Commercial Passenger Fishing Vessel electronic log

 Benefits: improved data quality, reduced cost, 
improved timeliness of data, saves time & effort for 
captains 

Logbook Regulations

 Commercial fishers are required to use logbooks 
for specific fisheries

 Currently CDFW has 15 logbooks 

 Each logbook is unique
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Pilot Program for 
CPFV electronic log

 Collaboration with the 
Sportfishing Association of 
California - June 2014

 Beta testing from Feb – Mar 2015 

 Accounts added though Sep 2015

 150 vessels in southern CA 
submitting electronic logs 
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Photo Credit: D. Southern
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Future Plans

 Complete the Marine Log System database - TBD

 Complete evaluation of logbooks – May 2016

 Complete regulatory package that allows option of 
electronic reporting for logbooks – April 2016
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 Marine Region: J. Eres, J. Robertson, O. Horning

 Data and Technology Division: T. Lupo, C. McClanahan, 
M. Billingsley, A. Del Monte, V. Hardge, J. Thomas, E. 
Miller, D. Hampton, A. Miller, R. Dubey.

 Law Enforcement Division: R. Puccinelli, M. Stefanak

 SAC: Ken Franke, Alayna Siddall, Derek Southern, and 
all the owners & operators participating in the pilot 
program

 PSMFC: Steve Williams

Acknowledgements

 Department is making good progress on the Marine 
Log System database

 Successful pilot program for CPFV electronic logs

 Foundation has been built for future electronic logs 

Summary
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Katie Perry

Environmental Program Manager

(916) 445-6456

Thank You  * Questions
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