
Item No. 14 
STAFF SUMMARY FOR DECEMBER 9-10, 2015 

 
  
14. THOMAS PTAK ESTATE 

Today’s Item Information  ☐ Action  ☒ 

Approve request for an extension of time to transfer Mr. Thomas L. Ptak’s transferable 
nearshore fishery permit and nearshore fishery trap endorsement for the Nearshore Fishery 
South Coast Regional Management Area to Dec 15, 2016. 

Summary of Previous/Future Actions (N/A) 
• Approved extension to transfer to Dec 15, 2015 Dec 3, 2014; Van Nuys 
• Today’s request for an extension of time Dec 9-10, 2015; San Diego 

Background 

Thomas L. Ptak died on March 13, 2012; at his death he owned five California commercial 
fishing permits. Attorneys for Mr. Ptak’s estate indicate that they or the estate’s representatives 
have been in communication with DFW’s License and Revenue Branch (LRB) since less than 
a week after Mr. Ptak’s death to understand the process by which Mr. Ptak’s permits could be 
transferred. 

On June 5, 2014, DFW approved the transfer of Mr. Ptak’s transferable nearshore fishery 
permit and nearshore fishery trap endorsement for the south coast region; on Jun 22, 2014 
DFW notified the estate and buyer of the permits that the transfer was rescinded because 
more than a year had passed since Mr. Ptak’s death. 

On Aug 22, 2014 attorneys for the estate appealed DFW’s denial to FGC. After several 
conversations between FGC and DFW staff in Sep and Oct 2014, it was determined that a 
more efficient and mutually agreeable route would be for FGC to grant a time extension rather 
than incur the time and costs of an appeal hearing. Attorneys for the estate and Christine Allen 
as Executor of the Estate of Mr. Thomas L. Ptak therefore requested an extension of time to 
sell/transfer Mr. Ptak’s transferable nearshore fishery permit and trap endorsement, which 
FGC granted on Dec 9, 2014; DFW did not object to the time extension. 

Christine Allen as Executor of the Estate of Mr. Thomas L. Ptak contacted FGC staff in Nov 
2015, indicating that DFW seized the subject permit and trap endorsement (and three other 
permits) which had prevented the estate from transferring either to a willing buyer. Attorneys 
for the estate and Christine Allen therefore requested another extension of time to sell/transfer 
Mr. Ptak’s transferable nearshore fishery permit and trap endorsement (exhibits 1 and 2). 

DFW has objected to the extension of time because it believes that FGC has no authority to 
grant the extension and because it accuses the estate of using the permits illegally after the 
death of Mr. Ptak; DFW has requested that FGC remove the agenda item (Exhibit 3). An 
attorney for the estate and Ms. Allen have responded to DFW’s objection (Exhibit 4) by again 
requesting that FGC provide a one year extension of time to transfer the permits, direct DFW 
to allow the permits to be renewed, and to return all five permits to Christine Allen as executor 
of the estate. 
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At this time it is clear that the parties do not agree on a path forward; staff believes any 
possibility of resolution is best managed through an appeal hearing through the Office of 
Administrative Hearings (OAH). 

Significant Public Comments (N/A) 

Recommendation 
FGC staff:  Do not approve the request for an extension of time to transfer Mr. Thomas L. 
Ptak’s permit and trap endorsement because it does not appear that FGC has that authority. 
The estate requested in Aug 2014, and has the right to, an appeal process, which staff 
recommends managing through OAH. 
DFW:  Do not approve the request for an extension of time to transfer Mr. Thomas L. Ptak’s 
permit and trap endorsement, and remove the request as an agenda item, because FGC does 
not have the authority to waive the deadlines and because the estate has used the permits to 
illegally fish after Mr. Ptak’s death. 

Exhibits 
1. Letter from Chris Shrouds, attorney for the Estate of Thomas L. Ptak, requesting an 

extension of time to transfer Thomas L. Ptak’s transferable south coast region 
nearshore fishery permit, received Nov 11, 2015

2. Letter from Chris Shrouds, attorney for the Estate of Thomas L. Ptak, requesting an
extension of time to transfer Thomas L. Ptak’s transferable south coast region trap
endorsement, received Nov 11, 2015

3. DFW letter objecting to the request for an extension, received Nov 23, 2015
4. Letter from Chris Shrouds, attorney for the Estate of Thomas L. Ptak, responding to

the DFW objection, received Nov 25, 2015

Motion/Direction 

Moved by __________ and seconded by __________ that the Commission approves the 
request from the Estate of Mr. Thomas L. Ptak to appeal the Department’s denial of an 
application to transfer a transferable nearshore fishery permit and a nearshore fishery trap 
endorsement for the Nearshore Fishery South Coast Regional Management Area, and directs 
staff to initiate an appeal process through the Office of Administrative Hearings. 
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