
Item No. 11 
STAFF SUMMARY FOR AUGUST 4-5, 2015 

 
   

 
 
Author:  Susan Ashcraft 1 

11. CHARLES FRIEND OYSTER CO. LEASE RENEWAL (CONSENT) 
 
Today’s Item Information  ☐ Action  ☒ 
 
Receive request from Charles Friend Oyster Company to renew State Water Bottom Lease 
No. M-430-04 for purposes of aquaculture. 

Summary of Previous/Future Actions 

 Today receive lease renewal request Aug 4-5, 2015; Fortuna 

 Approval of lease renewal Dec 9-10, 2015; San Diego 

Background 

FGC has the authority to lease state water bottoms to any person for aquaculture for an initial 
lease term not to exceed 25 years (Sections 15400 and 15405, Fish and Game Code). A 
lessee shall have a prior right to renew the lease on terms agreed upon between FGC and the 
lessee (Section 15406, Fish and Game Code). 

Charles Friend Oyster Company, Inc. currently holds FGC-issued state water bottom lease M-
430-04 for purposes of culturing shellfish in Tomales Bay. The lease is set to expire on 
February 29, 2016 (Exhibit 1) and the lessee, Mr. Charles Friend, has submitted a request to 
renew the lease (Exhibit 2).   

Upon receipt by FGC, DFW will review the request for possible management or biological 
considerations, identify any recommended changes to the terms of the leases, and provide its 
evaluation for FGC consideration later this year. This lease will be updated with the new lease 
terms and fee structure adopted by FGC in 2011 for shellfish aquaculture. 

Significant Public Comments (N/A)   

Recommendation (N/A)   

Exhibits 

1. State Water Bottom M-430-04 Lease and Amendments 

2. Charles Friend Oyster Co. request for lease renewal, dated Jan 26, 2015 

Motion/Direction   

Moved by __________ and seconded by __________that the Commission adopts the Consent 
Calendar, items 11-13. 
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