
From: Ken Franke
To: Bonham, Chuck@Wildlife
Cc: FGC; CNRA Office of the Secretary
Subject: Commendation of Performance By Wardens
Date: Sunday, February 23, 2014 8:11:06 PM
Attachments: 022214 Letter of Commendation.pdf

Dear Director Bonham,

Please refer to the attached  commendation letter from the Sportfishing Association of California.  We 
would appreciate if your office could please forward a copy of this letter to Chief Carion with our 
congratulations.  A hard copy will follow.

Sincerely,

Ken Franke
President
Sportfishing Association of California
5000 North Harbor Drive, Suite 100
San Diego, CA 92106
(619) 760-4031
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February	  22,	  2014	  
	  
Mike	  Carion,	  Chief	  of	  Enforcement,	  CADFW	  
1416	  Ninth	  Street,12th	  Floor	  
Sacramento,	  CA	  95814	  


Dear	  Chief	  Carion,	  


The	  Sportfishing	  Association	  of	  California	  	  (SAC)	  represents	  the	  majority	  of	  the	  
commercial	  passenger	  fishing	  vessel	  (CPFV)	  companies	  in	  Southern	  California.	  	  This	  fleet	  
transports	  approximately	  1,000,000	  passengers	  annually,	  engaged	  in	  whale	  watching,	  
diving	  and	  sportfishing.	  	  The	  viability	  of	  this	  industry	  is	  tied	  directly	  to	  maintaining	  a	  
good	  working	  relationship	  with	  the	  regulatory	  agencies	  that	  oversee	  marine	  recreation	  
operations.	  	  Key	  to	  these	  relationships	  is	  effective	  communication,	  especially	  with	  the	  
California	  Department	  of	  Fish	  and	  Wildlife.	  


Over	  the	  past	  year,	  SAC	  has	  worked	  with	  your	  command	  staff,	  Assistant	  Chief	  Hamdorf,	  
Assistant	  Chief	  Sforza	  and	  Captain	  Stefanak,	  to	  improve	  the	  training	  and	  education	  of	  
the	  crews	  within	  the	  CPFV	  fleet.	  	  We	  developed	  a	  community-‐meeting	  forum	  in	  which	  
the	  fishing	  fleet	  crews	  participated	  in	  a	  pre-‐meeting	  survey	  on	  those	  topics	  that	  they	  felt	  
could	  use	  clarification.	  	  The	  community	  meetings	  followed	  with	  a	  briefing	  on	  new	  
regulations	  as	  well	  as	  those	  topics	  compiled	  during	  the	  survey.	  	  Thereafter	  an	  open	  
discussion	  commenced	  on	  high	  seas	  boarding	  safety,	  enforcement	  guidelines,	  and	  
miscellaneous	  topics	  of	  importance	  to	  the	  group.	  	  We	  can’t	  emphasize	  enough	  how	  
important	  this	  information	  exchange	  was	  or	  what	  a	  huge	  success	  resulted.	  


The	  first	  two	  meetings	  were	  held	  last	  year	  and	  they	  proved	  to	  be	  such	  a	  success	  the	  
program	  was	  expanded.	  	  It	  is	  important	  to	  state	  that	  there	  has	  been	  marked	  
improvement	  in	  the	  publics	  understanding	  of	  the	  regulations,	  and	  as	  a	  result,	  a	  
reduction	  in	  violations	  needing	  enforcement	  action.	  	  


This	  past	  week	  three	  meetings	  were	  held	  in	  Oxnard,	  Marina	  Del	  Rey,	  and	  Newport	  
Beach.	  	  All	  of	  the	  meetings	  resulted	  in	  overwhelming	  positive	  comments	  by	  the	  Captains,	  
crews	  and	  wardens	  alike.	  	  The	  result	  will	  be	  safer	  boardings,	  heightened	  cooperation,	  
and	  a	  constructive	  relationship,	  as	  the	  wardens	  do	  their	  jobs	  to	  protect	  California’s	  
ocean	  resources.	  
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Please	  convey	  to	  the	  following	  wardens	  our	  appreciation	  for	  a	  job	  VERY	  well	  done.	  	  As	  a	  
group	  they	  presented	  a	  professional	  face	  for	  the	  Department	  and	  they	  truly	  connected	  
with	  their	  audiences.	  	  This	  was	  an	  outstanding	  public	  relations	  effort	  by	  your	  
organization.	  


Channel	  Islands	  Presentation:	  
	  	  
Lt.	  Wes	  Boyle	  –	  Patrol	  Vessel	  (PV)	  Swordfish	  
Warden	  Daniel	  Lengning	  –	  PV	  Swordfish	  
Warden	  Josh	  Crocker	  –	  PV	  Swordfish	  
Warden	  Todd	  Van	  Epps	  –	  PV	  Swordfish	  
Warden	  Jason	  Kraus	  –	  Ventura	  
	  	  
Newport	  Beach	  Presentation:	  
	  	  
Lt	  Rod	  Buckler	  –	  PV	  Coho	  
Warden	  Bart	  Bagdasaryan	  –	  PV	  Coho	  
Warden	  Alan	  Oratovsky	  –	  PV	  Coho	  
	  	  
Marina	  Del	  Rey	  Presentation:	  
	  	  
Lt.	  Ron	  Hoffman	  –	  Los	  Angeles	  County	  
Warden	  Alan	  Oratovsky	  –	  PV	  Coho	  
	  
Sincerely,	  


	  
Ken	  Franke	  
President	  
	  
C: Secretary for Natural Resources. John Laird 
     Charles Bonham, Director of CADFW 
     California Fish and Game Commission      
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